Term 2 Week 7 Newsletter
1ST JUNE 2022
Last week was well-being week. During this week, as a school we decided to give
students and parents a break from doing homework. We also encouraged children
to consider, the many people in their life that they could express their gratitude for.
On behalf of the staff, I’d like to thank you for cards, the cakes, the sparkles, and
the time you took to create something that made our days brighter.
Many of us complain about how busy we are and that there is not enough time for
everything. Perhaps we need to look at our lives and analyse what it is that we are
spending our time focussing on. Do you include things that are important and
necessary for your health and wellbeing? Or do you fill your days with busy-ness!

“Be calm & full
of hope”
St. Mary of the Cross
Mackillop

This well-known story of ‘Rocks, Pebbles and Sand’ is a good one to revisit during
well-being week.
Rocks, Pebbles and Sand
A philosophy professor once stood up before his class with a large empty
mayonnaise jar. He filled the jar to the top with large rocks and asked his students if
the jar was full. His students all agreed the jar was full.
He then added small pebbles to the jar and gave the jar a bit of a shake so the
pebbles could disperse themselves among the larger rocks. Then he asked again,
“Is the jar full now?” The students agreed that the jar was still full.
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The professor then poured sand into the jar to fill up all the remaining space.
The students then agreed again that the jar was full.
In this story, the jar represents your life, and the rocks, pebbles, and sand are
the things that fill up your life. The rocks represent the most important things in
your life, the things you can’t live without. Such as spending time with your family
and looking after your health and well-being. This means that if the pebbles and the
sand were lost, the jar would still be full, and your life would still be meaningful.
The pebbles represent the things in your life that matter, but that you could live
without. The pebbles are certain things that give your life meaning (such as your
job, house, hobbies, and friendships), but they are not critical for you to have a
meaningful life. These things come and go but are not essential to a meaningful life.
Finally, the sand represents everything else in your life – the small things. It
includes items such as material possessions, watching television or running
errands .These things don't mean much to your life as a whole and are likely only
done to fill in time.
The Moral of the story is that if you start with putting sand into the jar, you will not
have room for rocks or pebbles. This holds with the things you let into your life.
If you spend all your time on the small and insignificant things, you will run out of
room for the important things. To have a more effective and efficient life, pay
attention to the “rocks,” because they are critical to your long-term well-being.
As we commence winter and head towards the end of term. Look after each other.
Look after your families. Cherish the ‘rocks’ in your life. The rest is just fillers.
God bless,

Term time
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Covid

COVID-19 is now circulating widely in Queensland.
Queensland Health advises that it is likely most
Queenslanders will either get COVID-19 or be directly exposed
to someone who has COVID-19.
Because of the frequency of cases in our community,
St Stephen’s School will no longer provide letters home each
time someone in the school community is a close contact or
tests positive to Covid-19.
In addition to COVID-19, we are mindful of flu season and
aware of other illnesses that can impact our students and
staff.
To prevent and manage illness, we are promoting good
hygiene practices with our students.
We would appreciate your support with reinforcing good
hygiene habits with your children, and remind you to keep
them home if they are unwell.
The Queensland Government website has information on how
you can keep yourself, your friends and your family safe from
COVID-19.
If you require further clarification, please
email pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au
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APRE Report

National Reconcilation Week
National Reconciliation Week is a time for all Australians to learn about our
shared histories, cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each of us can
contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia.
The dates for National Reconciliation Week remain the same each year; 27 May
to 3 June. More than a word. Reconciliation takes action, urges the reconciliation
movement towards braver and more impactful action.
Reconciliation must live in the hearts, minds and actions of all Australians as we
move forward, creating a nation strengthened by respectful relationships between
the wider Australian community, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Pentecost Sunday

This Sunday, the Church celebrates the Feast of Pentecost fifty days after Easter
Sunday. Pentecost Sunday ends the season of Easter. Jesus sent down the Holy
Spirit to the disciples. The Holy Spirit filled the disciples with courage and faith
enabling them to share the Good News with others and to share the story of
Jesus' life.
.
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Middle Leader Report
Reading at Home with Your Child
It is that time of the semester where our class teachers collect Reading Data on all children at
St Stephen’s School. It is a fabulous opportunity for us to reflect on reading progress across our school
and to discuss what each child needs next in their learning. Your assistance at home is essential and we
thank all parents for their support with this.
Learning to read is a complex task and takes lots of time and practice. Here are some ideas for reading
at home with your child to make it a productive and rewarding activity.
Make reading sessions short
It’s ideal to give undivided attention when reading at home with your child. Short, daily sessions of
about 10-20 minutes are better than having a long session once a week.
Try a variety of books
There are many different types of books. Some are fiction, or made-up stories, such as fairy tales and
other imaginative stories. Others are information books, on topics such as dinosaurs, the weather and
fire engines.
Start by asking your child to look at the cover of the book. For an information book, ask “What do you
already know about this topic?” For a fiction book, ask “What do you think this book is going to be
about?”
Don’t immediately correct them
When listening to your child read at home, allow them to try to work out unknown words, and don’t
immediately correct them if they don’t know them. You could help by covering the ending of a long
word, to see if they can read the main part of the word first, and then add the ending. Or, ask if it looks
similar to a word they already know. You can also ask if they can see a small word in the big word, and
then add the other parts. Many words can be sounded out, but many more cannot. If it is still unknown,
tell them the word, ask them to repeat it, and read on.
Support their vocabulary
A good vocabulary (knowing the meanings of words) is essential to comprehension (understanding what
is being read). Stop and discuss the meanings of any unknown words, and then read on.
For some great tips for building vocabulary, please follow this link: Ways to build your child’s vocabulary
To help your child with reading and comprehension, ask some questions once they’ve finished reading
the book. Some types of questions you can ask are:
1. Factual, where the information is clearly stated in the book. “What was the colour of Sally’s car?”
“How many glaciers are in New Zealand?”
2. Inferential, where the information is not clearly stated in the book, but is implied. This is like ‘reading
between the lines’. Children can also make comments by referring to their own life experiences. “How
do you think Michael felt after the game?” “What would happen if there were no fire engines or fire
fighters?” “What would have happened, if…?”
3. Alternate ending. “What could be another ending for this story, if you wanted something different to
happen?” “If you had the job of writing another four pages at the end of this book, what would you
write?”
4. Relate to real life experiences. For fiction books, ask, “Has anything like this ever happened to you?”
Such as becoming lost, getting a new pet, having a fight with a friend, moving to a new house.
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Middle Leader Report

For information books, ask “What have you learned about this topic by reading this book?”
Such as more information about dinosaurs, the weather, fire engines.
5. General questions: Did you enjoy reading this book? What were the funny parts? Surprising parts?
Which characters did you like? Which characters did you dislike? What do you think of the illustrations?
Would you like to read other books by the same author? Would you like to learn more about glaciers?
6. Retelling “If you were telling someone who had never read this book all about it, what would you
say?”

Read and re-read
It is important that children read their books several times. Research tells us that repeated reading of
familiar books helps with fluency (speed of reading). Words that are unknown during the first reading
are easier to read the second time, and by the third and following times, children are mostly able to
read them easily. Reading fluently, at a steady pace, helps children understand what they are reading,
and of course, this also builds confidence.
Encourage them to use their imagination
After reading, some children may like to write about what they have read, and this could be encouraged
as a fun activity. Some children may like to act out parts of a story with the help of family members or
friends. Children are very imaginative and creative.
As well as children gaining a huge educational benefit from shared reading with an adult at home,

they will always remember the fun and emotional closeness that this brings to the relationship.

Happy Reading!!
Kristy Cameron

5

Prep Gold News
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Year 2 News

Hello from Year Two!
What an action-packed term we have had so far. It is hard to believe how quickly the term is going. It
has been great to see the Year Two students becoming increasingly independent and enthusiastic
about their work. Here is a snapshot of what’s been happening in Year Two so far.
Under 8s Day
The students had a great morning at Pittsworth State School last week to celebrate Under 8s day! They
participated in a range of activities such as storytelling, obstacle courses, paws or claws clue bags and
playground activities. We loved the Spider Net! Thanks to all our students for their wonderful behavior
and engagement for the morning!
RACQ Presentations
We had a great session with Kristy from RACQ and loved learning about the four rules when crossing
the road; Stop, look, Listen, Think.
English
In English, we have continued with our guided reading rotations. We have been amazed with the
growth the students have displayed during these sessions. Not to mention how great their expression
can be while reading! We are looking forward to continuing to work with the students and helping them
to develop their reading and comprehension skills. The students have also been focusing on persuasive
writing.
Maths
We have been learning about money and how we can count small collections of coins and what different
ways we can show amounts. The students have also loved surveying each other so they can use this data to create graphs.
Science
The students have been participating in a science unit called ‘Water Works’. Water is essential to life. As
humans, we not only drink water, we use it for cooking, hygiene, recreation and agriculture. We have
been conducting investigation to explore how water is used, where water comes from and how to use it
responsibly.
Have a great week,
Fiona Drew & Brittany Mitchell
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Year 1 News
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Year 1 News
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Enrol for 2023

Do you have a child ready for school next year?
Do you have a family friend or neighbour who has a child ready for Prep next year?
Have you or they done an online enrolment form?
Enrolments for St Stephens are to be submitted online from our school website.
www.pittsworth.catholic.edu.au and follow the link from the enrolments tab
Don’t miss out. Positions are filling fast.
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Sport
Inner Downs Trials
There will be several Inner Downs Trials held throughout the year. If you are interested in attending any of the trials, please
fill in the Representative Sports Nomination form 2022 which was emailed out to all eligible students born 2010-2012 last
week. If you are requiring this email printed, please email Mrs Ferguson at Jodie.ferguson@twb.catholic.edu.au. When the
nominations become available closer to the trial, Mrs Ferguson will send home the necessary paperwork. Please keep your
eye out in the school calendar newsletter for nomination, trial dates and further information.
SPORT

IDZ trial date

DD trial date

Rugby Union

School Based Nomination

6th/7th June

Rugby League - Girls

15th June

19th July

Track & Field

21stJuly

24th August

Cricket - Boys

9th August

29th/30th August

Cricket - Girls

9th August

30th August

Aquathlon

School Based Nomination

28th October

Senior Athletics Carnival - Thursday 9th June
Important changes this year. The whole school will be participating in the sprint races at Bridgman Oval on Thursday the 9 th
June. We will still be running a Junior and Senior carnival for the field events. All students to be dropped to school NOT
Bridgman oval. They will walk with their classroom Teachers over to Bridgman Oval. For the running of the program and any
further information please refer to the update sent to the parent portal. Mrs Ferguson is still looking for Timekeepers and
Group Leaders to assist on the day. If you are able to help please email her on Jodie.ferguson@twb.catholic.edu.au.
Mrs Norman will be running tuckshop from Bridgman oval. Students will need to pre order as per note sent home to families
shortly.
Junior Carnival – Friday 10th June
The Junior field rotations for 5-7 year old's (students born 2017-2015) will be held on Friday commencing at 9am.
Parents are welcome to attend. Please refer to the update on the parent portal for the outline of the mornings events.
Inner Downs Cross Country – Abby Denning
Abby last week represented the Inner Down Cross Country team. She ran an awesome race and came in 9 th at the Darling
Downs trials. Fantastic effort Abby.

Student Sporting Achievements
Please feel free to send through any photos of students and their sporting achievements if you wish for them to be included
in the school newsletter, attention to Mrs Ferguson. Jodie.ferguson@twb.catholic.edu.au
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P&F News

We need volunteers!

The St Stephen’s P & F are chasing a handful of helpers to
assist with Pie Drive delivery / collection THIS FRIDAY
(3rd June) at 1:45pm till 3:30pm.
Pie orders are already individually packaged by the team at
O’Donnell’s Bakehouse under the family name, so sorting of
actual pies to orders has been done for us.
Volunteers will be assisting with organising the orders by
family name, so they are easy to locate, and assisting with
locating orders for families when they arrive for collection.
Many hands make light work!
Contact Sammie Fuhlbohm (Pie Drive coordinator)
if your able to help 0428 651 801
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P&F News

O’Donnell’s Bakehouse Pie Drive Collection

THIS FRIDAY

A reminder to parents that pie orders can be collected between
2:30pm and 3:30pm on Friday 3rd June from Mackillop Hall.

Secondhand Uniforms

Secondhand uniforms will be available by appointment with
Jayde Cavendish (Parent Volunteer) Thank you to Jayde for taking on this role.
Please text or call Jayde on 0478836440 to arrange a time.

Price List
Plain Shorts/ Skorts—$2

Sports Shirts—$5

Jumpers/Jackets (with logo) - $10

Formal Shirts - $5

Hats—$2

Second Hand Chair Bags —$2

If you have any second hand uniforms that you would like to donate to the school, please
drop them into the office. If you can volunteer some time to help do some sorting and
selling let Jayde or the office know.
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OSHC
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Community News
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Community News
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Piano Lessons

Piano Lessons with Mrs Ruth Shepherd are recommencing in
Term 2.
If you are interested in your child learning piano from a fully
qualified teacher with 30 years of experience, contact Mrs Ruth
Shepherd on 0427 910 303 for more information.
It is essential that students have a piano/
keyboard
at home on which to do their practice.
Music is fun!!

Tuckshop—May Specials

The Whole Tuckshop menu can be found on our school website.
www.pittsworth.catholic.edu.au
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Important Dates for your Diary

TERM 2 IMPORTANT DATES
Senior Athletics Carnival—9th June
Junior Athletics Carnival—10th June
P & F General Meeting –16th June
Last Day of Term 2—24th June

TERM 3 IMPORTANT DATES
Pupil Free Day—11th July
Term 3 Begins—12th July
P&F General Meeting—14th July
Pupil Free Day—29th July
Early Years Expo TBC—3rd August
P&F General Meeting—18th August
Pupil Free Day—2nd September
P&F General Meeting –8th September
Club Pittsworth Raffles—9th September
Last day Term 3—16th September
TERM 4 IMPORTANT DATES
P&F General Meeting –13th October
P&F AGM, followed by General Meeting—17th November
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