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Each year schools across the Toowoomba Diocese are invited to
nominate members of their staff for awards that acknowledge
their service to their school communities. This year our school
choose to nominate and acknowledge the dedication and
exemplary service of our school officer - Jodie Ferguson.

“Be calm & full
of hope”
St. Mary of the Cross
Mackillop

Student Protection
Resources for Parents:
For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188
Child Safety Services
You can make a report of
voice your concerns-

1300 683 390
SCHOOL STUDENT
PROTECTION CONTACTS

•Mrs. Janine Butlin
•Mrs. Suellen Dennis
•Mrs. Anna Lee
•Mrs. Jayne Farquharson
School Counsellor
Jayne Farquharson

School Office Hours
46931627

Thanks to Suellen Dennis and Deanne Olischlager for compiling
this article.
St Stephens Catholic School is blessed to have a highly
motivated and dedicated School Officer such as Jodie Ferguson,
who has been on staff since January 2012. It is the opinion of our
staff that Jodie meets and indeed exceeds our school
expectations.
She tirelessly supports the implementation of engaging and
effective learning that puts students first and unleashes their
potential. Jodie has a remarkable level of ability in building
relationships with middle to senior aged Primary students.
Students will frequently approach her for assistance and will
share their concerns and problems both academic and personal
with her.
She spends a great deal of her time, including many of her break
times, helping to organise a wide variety of sporting activities
including Athletic and Swimming Carnivals, swimming lessons,
Gala Days, and representative sporting opportunities. This also
includes the organisation and maintenance of equipment such as
ensuring balls are always pumped up ready for use, cleaning out
the sports shed, discarding equipment in disrepair, and ordering
new equipment as required. This effort contributes to the smooth
and efficient running of sporting events and allows students many
opportunities to develop their sporting skills and engagement in
school life.
Jodie is always going above and beyond in assisting students in a
variety of ways. When working with students, she will often adjust
an activity according to the child’s interests to ensure
engagement and learning occurs. On school camps her
enthusiasm is contagious, and she is passionate about
encouraging all students to participate and have a go at new
experiences. Jodie leads by example in all camp activities with a
smile on her face and an encouraging word for those who might
be a little less confident.

8.30am—3.30pm
Term time
Term 3 School Fees were emailed on 20th July 2022. These are due by 19th August 2022. If you are struggling financially, or your
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circumstances have changed please contact the school Office to discuss this matter further. All account enquires are confidential.

Principal’s Report Cont.
Jodie always looks for and uses innovative ideas to respond to the needs of
students. She has a flair for creating resources that are engaging for students and
that are tailored to student needs and interests. For example, when learning
multiplication tables, Jodie will use a child’s enthusiasm for basketball to practise
tables whilst bouncing a ball. She is highly knowledgeable with regards to useful
resources within the school, knows where to find them and is efficient in their use.
At all times, any given jobs are completed in a timely and efficient manner. During
the period of home learning due to COVID, Jodie was invaluable in assisting
teachers with setting up learning activities that could be sent home for students to
work on.
Jodie’s exemplary organisational skills also extend to sorting desks and chairs in
preparation for the new school year. When class numbers are known, desks and
chairs are sorted, adjusted, rearranged and directed to various classrooms. It
takes the worry and stress from the leadership team and staff who are otherwise
engaged in the busyness of end of year activities.
Jodie demonstrates a commitment to learning, collaboration and professionalism
in all interactions with members of the school community. She is keen to take on
new ideas and learn new skills; for example, new protocols included in the
Reading Improvement Strategy.
Jodie is an avid observer of students, both in learning situations and in the
playground. She often contributes to our schools’ collaborations with helpful
feedback, observations and insights into what is happening for specific students.
Her written notes are invaluable for teachers to assist with ongoing and forward
planning for individual students.
Jodie is highly regarded by our parent community. She is often seen by parents,
setting up, preparing equipment, organising events, and packing up at the end.
Jodie is also very involved in cultural events such as Mother’s and Father’s Day
breakfasts, arriving at school at 6:30am to help set up and prepare food,
sometimes on days that she does not even work. Jodie makes a point of
attending the Graduation Dinner at the end of the year, demonstrating her
commitment to the school and the children with whom she has been involved
during their time at St Stephen’s.
These examples illustrate the value of Jodie Ferguson. Give her a job to do and
you know it will be done; efficiently, creatively, sensitively, enthusiastically, with a
smile on her face and often dressed in fluorescent colours!
Thanks Jodie
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APRE Report
Catholic Education Week
Every year, in Week 3, Term 3, schools across Queensland celebrate Catholic Education
Week. This week is an opportunity for Catholic schools to celebrate and promote their
distinctive mission and ethos. Catholic education strives to make a difference in the lives
of those in our schools and in the wider community by challenging young people to live
out the message of Jesus and to reach their full potential as compassionate, contributing,
life-giving members of society.
This year’s theme for Catholic Education Week is ‘Communities of: Faith, Hope & Love’.
This theme acknowledges the importance of community within each school and the
important qualities of Faith, Hope and Love that are shown in our daily interactions with
each other.
Congratulations to the students who received a Spirit of Catholic Education Award.
Prep Gold – Abi Zeller
Prep Green – Lachlan Powell
Year 1 – Evelyn Boyes
Year 2 – Libby Cronin
Year 3 – Oliver Drew
Year 4 – Kaley Laherty
Year 5 – Kyanna Laine
Year 6 – Indi Blanch
These students were recognized for living out Jesus’ message in their daily lives. We also
congratulated Michelle Arnold who was acknowledged for 20 years of service to Catholic
Education.
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APRE Report
Grandparent’s Mass
Thank you to all our Grandparents and special visitors who joined us for our Mass on
Monday. Due to COVID, we have not been able to host a Grandparent’s morning, however
it was so wonderful to see the church full on Monday, and see all the happy faces of the
students wanting to show their Grandparents around their classrooms.

Catholic Education Week State Launch
This year, Toowoomba Diocese hosted the Catholic
Education Week State Launch at St Patrick’s Cathedral on
Tuesday 26th July. Mrs Butlin and our MacKillop Club Leaders
represented St Stephen’s at the mass.
Celebrations
A reminder to families that our Celebrations will begin at
2:15pm as of this term. Everyone is welcome to join us for
these Celebrations held in Mackillop Hall. Classes will lead
Celebrations on the following dates:
Wednesday 27th July – Year 5

Wednesday 10th August – Year 1
Wednesday 24th August – Year 6
Wednesday 7th September – Year 2

Bishop’s Inservice Day – Pupil Free Day
A reminder to all families that Friday 29th is a Pupil Free Day for students. Staff will spend
the day at school participating in a spiritual formation PD.
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Middle Leader
Writing Improvement Strategy
Janine and I had our Term 3 Writing Improvement Leadership Meeting last week. It was
very pleasing to discuss the wonderful progress our students continue to make with their
writing. It was also an opportunity to discuss our writing targets for the end of the year as
we endeavour for ALL students to have a year’s growth for a year’s teaching. This doesn’t
mean that every student will be at the same place, at the same time, within that year.
It means, that all classroom teachers measure growth from where the student is currently
at and monitors, with various writing assessments, their growth across the year. We are
very fortunate to have expert teachers in all our classrooms.
Emma Mactaggart – Local Author
On Monday 11th of July, our teachers participated in a workshop facilitated by local author
Emma Mactaggart. This workshop focused on one of the key concepts of our Writing
Project: Engaging [the] Hearts and Minds of writers and it aimed to enhance the richness
of the community of writers in our school. This practical workshop connected with our
project’s central objective of nurturing confident, creative and engaged writers. Emma
Mactaggart is also the founder of The Lighthouse Toowoomba.
We are very excited to be welcoming Emma to our school on Monday 1st of August to
work with our teachers and some of our classes around the process of writing and being
an author. Emma will work with our students using some of the most common plotlines.
If you would like to read more about the programs she offers please navigate to her
website: https://www.emmamactaggart.com.au
Semester 2 Parent Teacher Interviews
I hope that everyone had a chance to read their child’s Semester 1 Report Cards via the
Parent Portal at the end of last term. Their reports are a reflection of both their
attainment and their effort shown in the classroom across Terms 1 and 2. Parent teacher
interviews will take place in Week 10 of this term.
ALL Parent Teacher Interview bookings will be through the Sentral for Parents app.
Teachers will have different availability - days and times - so you will need to check each
day to see which timeslots are available. These times will be released toward the end of
this term.
All the best,
Kristy Cameron
Happy learning,
Kristy Cameron
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Sport
Inner Downs Trials
There will be several Inner Downs Trials held throughout the year. If you are interested in
attending any of the trials, please fill in the Representative Sports Nomination form 2022
which was emailed out to all eligible students born 2010-2012 last week. If you are
requiring this email printed, please email Mrs Ferguson at
Jodie.ferguson@twb.catholic.edu.au. When the nominations become available closer to
the trial, Mrs Ferguson will send home the necessary paperwork. Please keep your eye
out in the school calendar newsletter for nomination, trial dates and further information.
SPORT

IDZ trial date

DD trial date

Track & Field

21stJuly

24th August

Cricket - Boys

9th August

29th/30th August

Cricket - Girls

9th August

30th August

Aquathlon

School Based Nomination

28th October

Inner Downs Athletics
Congratulations to Adelaide Adams, Abby Denning
and Chloe Wailan who have gained selection in the
Inner Down Downs Athletics team to trial for the
Darling Downs team on Wednesday the 24th August.
We wish them the best of luck.

Catholic Schools Netball & Touch Football Gala Day – All Year 5 and 6 Students
Tomorrow all Year 5 and 6 students will be travelling to Toowoomba to compete in a Gala
Day. Girls will play Netball at Nell-E-Robinson and boys will play Touch Football at Kearney
Springs. All students are to report to Mrs Drew and Mrs Chappell in the bus shelter at
7:50am. The bus will return to school by 3pm. Uniforms were handed out today and are
to be washed and returned by Monday 1st August. Students will need to bring their school
hat, water bottles, morning tea, lunch and warm clothing.

Student Sporting Achievements
Please feel free to send through any photos of students and their sporting achievements
if you wish for them to be included in the school newsletter, attention to Mrs Ferguson.
Jodie.ferguson@twb.catholic.edu.au
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Library News

Term 3 means just one thing in library circles … Book Week!! During this term
we will be celebrating everything books and reading.
In week 4 we will be welcoming three author/illustrators to our school to share
their journey to authorship with the students. Lian Tanner and Cori Brooke will
visit us on Tuesday and Thursday respectively and spend time with students
providing tips on becoming better writers. Sue de Gannaro will be speaking
with the years 3 & 4 students virtually, which should be great.

In week 7 we will celebrate Book Week. Wednesday students will have the
opportunity to come to school dressed as their favourite book character and
participate in other fun activities. A pyjama party is being planned for Book
Week, so watch this space. The Book of the Year award winners will also be
announced.

Mrs Burgess & Mrs Follington.
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Grounds person Required
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Volunteers Needed

Secondhand Uniforms
Secondhand uniforms will be available by appointment with
Jayde Cavendish (Parent Volunteer) Thank you to Jayde for taking on this role.
Please text or call Jayde on 0478836440 to arrange a time.

Price List
Plain Shorts/ Skorts—$2

Sports Shirts—$5

Jumpers/Jackets (with logo) - $10

Formal Shirts - $5

Hats—$2

Second Hand Chair Bags —$2

If you have any second hand uniforms that you would like to donate to the school, please
drop them into the office. If you can volunteer some time to help do some sorting and
selling let Jayde or the office know.
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P & F News
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P & F News

11

P & F News
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Year 4 News
We have an exciting term ahead! The children are learning about persuasive techniques with
writing and in particular will be planning and creating a ‘must have useless object’. They will then
present this item to the class and use their persuasive techniques to convince us that it is an
invaluable item and will make life so much easier, or is the next best thing in toys! Children have
been planning their item, and next week – Week 4 – they can bring the items to school that they
will use to create their object, (paper, string, cardboard, sticky tape/duct tape/masking tape,
boxes, etc). Please do not send any strong glues to school or tools. We will be creating the item
next week, so children will need to have what they need to do this. During Week 5 and Week 6,
they will be presenting their creations to the class.
On Friday, 26th August, Years 3 and 4 will be going on an excursion to the Empire Theatre to
watch ‘The Box Show’. Following this, we will be going to The Lighthouse to do some creative
work in their Arts Space. There will be more information coming home in the near future. Keep
an eye out for this.
Indonesian has also started this term and the children are in the middle of writing to a pen pal
from St Monica’s in Oakey. These letters will be exchanged later in the term.
We have begun our ''Smooth moves'' science unit and have started to explore forces and
motion. There’s been some great ‘wonderings’ so far. Why do balls roll? Why do apples fall from
trees? Why do some things slide across ice but not on carpet? We use all types of forces
including friction, gravity, pushes and pulls when we exercise, ride bicycles and drive cars.
Engineers and scientists use their knowledge of forces and motion to design things for our
homes, work and school.
The students have discussed what drama is and how we can use our voice, body, movements
and language to sustain roles and create action. We enjoyed a miming activity where the class
had to guess what we were trying to mime. They are looking forward to more drama lessons on
a Friday afternoon!
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Year 5 News
Greetings from the Year 5 classroom, and happy Catholic Education Week to everyone.
We started the celebrations this week with a special Mass on Monday morning. Our class
also ran the celebration on Wednesday to celebrate and recognise students and staff who
make this school such a wonderful place to be. On Thursday we head to Toowoomba to
play in the Catholic Schools Touch Football and Netball carnivals. These carnivals are an
opportunity for our students to meet other students from across the diocese and have an
awesome day playing sport. The year 5’s are super busy this term with our school work,
and are really enjoying the book Wonder. This best-selling novel centers on the theme of
kindness, fitting in, being different and being inclusive. Based on the life of a child in year
5, the students have a lot in common with the main character and have really connected
with a lot of the themes in this book. In Mathematics we are studying position, direction,
shape and angles. The students had a lot of fun playing Battleship; it helps them practise
coordinates and directions.
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Year 6 News
Year 6 have started Term 3 with great enthusiasm and excitement. We are particularly excited
about joining our Prep buddies for their 100 days of Prep Celebration on the 2 nd of August.
Book Week is fast approaching!! We will be celebrating in Week 7 and the theme for this year is
‘Dreaming with eyes open…” We look forward to seeing everyone dressed up on Wednesday the
24th of August.

Year 6 have started to listen to, read and view a variety of news reports from television, radio
and internet. Toward the end of the term, students will construct their own news report using
effective language to influence their audience. This will incorporate Green Screen and iMovie
during our Digital Technology lessons.
In HASS, students are investigating why it is important to be informed when making consumer
and financial decisions. Year 6 will use their own knowledge and understanding of businesses to
design their own ‘pop up shop’ at the end of the term.
During Maths, students will calculate common percentage discounts on sale items and describe
rules used in sequences involving whole numbers, fractions and decimals. They will also compare
observed and expected frequencies and interpret and compare a variety of data displays.
In Religion, students will identify and describe many ways in which faith is lived out in the lives
of believers past and present, including Catholics in a developing Australian nation.
In Science, students will use the Stile app to explore the electrifying world of electricity. Students
will explore basic electric circuits and the transfer and transformation of electrical energy from a
range of sources. Students will learn about and compare renewable and non-renewable energy
sources.
During weeks 8-10, students will participate in the Daniel Morcombe Curriculum focusing on
protective behaviours, as well as, a Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE) lesson.
In The Arts, we will have a focus on Drama in Term 3. Student will produce a short play based on
ideas in a traditional Fairy Tale which will be presented to the class at the end of the term.
We hope you can all join us on the 24th of August at 2:15pm for our Term 3 Prayer Celebration.
We are all eagerly awaiting our Year 5/6 camp in October and will be having a camp meeting in
August to discuss the details with everyone. Date is being finalised.
Happy Term 3 from Year 6, Mrs Cameron and Mrs Chappell!!
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Piano Lessons

Piano Lessons with Mrs Ruth Shepherd are recommencing in
Term 2.
If you are interested in your child learning piano from a fully
qualified teacher with 30 years of experience, contact Mrs Ruth
Shepherd on 0427 910 303 for more information.
It is essential that students have a piano/
keyboard
at home on which to do their practice.
Music is fun!!
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OSHC
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Community News
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Community News
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Early Years Expo
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Important Dates for your Diary

Term 3
Catholic Schools Netball & Touch Carnivals—28th July Twmba
Pupil Free Day—29th July
Step into Stories Author Visit—2nd August
Early Years Expo—3rd August
Mary Mackillop Feast Day Mass—8th August 12pm
Celebration Year 1 –10th August 2.15pm Mackillop Hall
Camp Meeting Year 5&6—11th August 3.15pm Year 6 Classroom
ICAS English—17th August
Rugby League All schools Gala Day—17th August Twmba
P&F General Meeting—18th August
Cricket Blast Year 4-6—23rd August Bridgeman Oval
Book Week Parade—24th August
Celebration Year 6—24th August 2.15pm MacKillop Hall
ICAS Science—24th August
ICAS Spelling Bee -24th August
ICAS Mathematics—31st August
Father’s Day Stall—31st August
Father’s Day Breakfast—1st September 7.30am (To be confirmed)
Father’s Day Liturgy—1st September 9am
Pupil Free Day—2nd September
St Stephen’s Ball Games Carnival—8th September
P&F General Meeting –8th September
White Balloon Day—9th September
Club Pittsworth Raffles—9th September
P & F Pittsworth Pony Club Gymkhana Canteen—11th September
Parent Teacher Interviews—12th, 13th & 14th September
Last day Term 3—16th September
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