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This week we celebrated the Feast of the Blessed Mary MacKillop, an Australian
woman who set her heart on building God’s Kingdom here in this land. Mary
MacKillop was an ordinary Australian. With faith and trust in God, she was able to
achieve extraordinary things. She was born in Melbourne in 1842 and died in
Sydney in 1909. Mary MacKillop served God and others the whole of her life.

“Be calm & full
of hope”
St. Mary of the Cross
Mackillop

Student Protection
Resources for Parents:
For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188
Child Safety Services
You can make a report of
voice your concerns-

1300 683 390
SCHOOL STUDENT
PROTECTION CONTACTS

•Mrs. Janine Butlin
•Mrs. Suellen Dennis
•Mrs. Anna Lee
•Mrs. Jayne Farquharson
School Counsellor
Jayne Farquharson

School Office Hours
46931627
8.30am—3.30pm

In early Australian times, if you were poor and a Catholic, there was little or no
chance of an education and especially a Catholic Education like we have today. The
poor stayed poor, neglected and uneducated. At this time, Mary MacKillop wanted
to help these children. She wanted them to receive an education and know of God’s
love for them. Together, with a young priest, Julian Tenison Woods, she began to do
something about her dream. They began a congregation called the Sisters of St
Joseph. The sisters went out to isolated bush places to educate the poor children
wherever they were. They went across the country to not only educate but also care
for the sick and homeless. Mary faced difficulties, hardships and misunderstandings
but through it all she had faith in God.
Covid-19 has provided our world with many challenges and continues to do so.
We have also experienced other challenges such as floods in recent times. Mary
MacKillop knew what it was like to face challenges however despite this, was able
to see God present in all she did. When times are hard, it can be challenging to see
God present and active. We can pray to St Mary of the Cross and ask her to walk
with us, as we continue to negotiate life’s journey.
Congratulations to Sharon Denning - the 2022 St Stephen's recipient of the 'Couldn't
Do Without You' award. The Toowoomba Diocese P&F Council recognises one
volunteer from each school for their generous contribution of time and talents. We
are truly appreciative of all the volunteers in our school and grateful for their
contribution.
Sharon has been a parent at St Stephen's for the last 12 years and throughout this
time has been a dedicated volunteer across so many areas of the school. She is the
ultimate quiet achiever, but if there is an event at school, Sharon is sure to be helping
out in some way. Whether it be reading with students, working in the tuckshop or
cooking and working at school events throughout the year she is sure to be there!
Sharon's children are talented athletes and Sharon can always be counted on to be at
our sports carnivals from early in the morning to help
set up, work at the carnival all day, then assist with the
pack up. She has also been part of the P&F throughout
her time and was the President of the School Board for
several years. Sharon is so deserving of this award, and
we have all been touched by Sharon's selflessness,
generosity and kindness in some way.
Congratulations Sharon!!
God Bless, Fiona Drew

Term time
Term 3 School Fees were emailed on 20th July 2022. These are due by 19th August 2022. If you are struggling financially, or your
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circumstances have changed please contact the school Office to discuss this matter further. All account enquires are confidential.

APRE Report
St Mary of the Cross Feast Day
St Mary MacKillop’s Feast Day is celebrated on 8th August. Mary was a person of great faith who trusted
God to care for her and provide for her. She was a person of action who, when she saw a need, did
something about it. Her actions resulted in many children receiving an education, which continues
today. Thanks to Father Thomas for helping us celebrate Mary MacKillop’s Feast Day. We celebrated
mass as a school reflecting on how the qualities and actions of Mary and the Sisters of St Joseph, helped
and continues to help the lives of so many people in Australia and around the world. We finished our
day off with some Feast Day Celebrations across the road.
Congratulations to the recipients of the 2022 MacKillop Awards. These students were recognised for
emulating the actions and values of Mary MacKillop.

Prep Gold – Declan O’Connell
Prep Green – Charli Buckley
Year 1 – Oliver Bligh
Year 2 – Isla Laherty
Year 3 – Amreen Kaur
Year 4 – Katie Moebus
Year 5 – Ryan Moebus
Year 6 – Abby Denning

Bishop’s Inservice Day
Our teaching staff had a most enjoyable day last Friday at school on the Bishop’s Inservice Day. Due to
COVID, we were not able to join with other staff from the Toowoomba Diocese as planned, however we
were able to join together and spend the day in prayer, reflection and dialogue. Our guest speaker,
Brother Damien Price spoke about the cycle of encounter and what this looks like in our relationships.
We are fortunate to have a Bishop who recognises the long-term benefit of opportunities like this to
our overall effectiveness as a system of Catholic schools. Days like this help to refine and deepen our
understanding of what it is we are here to do and keep us aligned to our mission as Catholic educators.

Sacramental Program
We keep in our prayers the students who are on their Sacramental Journey this term. Students will
receive the Sacraments of Confirmation and Communion on Friday 19 th August and Sunday 21st August.
Year 4 students will be invited to join in preparation for the Sacrament of Reconciliation in Term Four.
Information will be sent out to families at the end of this term.
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School Renewal & Improvement School Review
St Stephen’s School is scheduled for a School Renewal and Improvement quadrennial
school review from 24th October to 26th October.

The Toowoomba Catholic Schools Office has a School renewal and improvement
framework in place which has as a key element a quadrennial school review. In this
review a panel consisting of senior staff from the Toowoomba Catholic Schools (TCS)
Teaching and Learning Directorate and a peer principal from another school in the
Diocese visit the school for three days.

Through a process of appreciative inquiry, panel members interview staff, parents/carers,
students and community members. The questions asked are “In your opinion, what is
going well at the school?” and “What could be done better?” The purpose is for the
panel to report to the school community its findings and suggested improvement
strategies. These inform the process of strategic plan development and the annual
action plans which are also linked to the TCS Strategic Plan.

The aim is to assist schools to strategically plan to improve teaching and learning and
these reviews occur in all TCS schools.

The review team would like to hear from the school community and I encourage anyone
who is interested to have their say. Your feedback is important and will help us to
continue to achieve the two pillars of TCS: that all students will come to personally
know Jesus and that all students will achieve academic success.

Feedback can be provided to the review panel in person or by telephone. All feedback
remains confidential.

Please contact the school office if you are interested in speaking to a reviewer. You may
also register your interest by pittsworth@twb.catholic.edu.au

Janine Butlin
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Middle Leader
Emma Mactaggart – Local Author
Students and staff welcomed Emma to our school on Monday 1 st of
August to work with our teachers and some of our classes around the
process of writing and being an author. Prep worked on ‘Character
Drawings’ and Year 2 brainstormed ideas to use in a narrative with a
‘voyage and return’ plotline. Our Year 5 and 6 learned about the 7
plotlines that authors use, and they created heroic characters to use in
their own writing. If you would like to read
more about the programs she offers please
navigate to her website:
https://www.emmamactaggart.com.au
Step Into Stories
Thank you to Trudi Burgess, our Teacher Librarian, for organising
author/illustrator visits for all of our classes last week as part of the
annual ‘Step Into Stories’ event across Toowoomba Catholic Schools.
We welcomed Cori Brooke, Lian Tanner and Sue DeGennaro to our
school, in person or online. These fabulous authors were excited to be
offering this opportunity in our schools again. They read stories to our
students for enjoyment and answered questions about the books they
have written. Students discussed and participated in guided character drawings from the author’s
books and emphasised the importance of children’s literature.

Ready, Set…Prep 2023 - Early Years Expo
Our Early Years Expo was a fabulous morning. We
welcomed many visitors – including parents, young
children and our local C&K Kindy. Thank you for coming
along to see what our wonderful school has to offer.
Next week, Mrs Butlin and our Prep teachers will be
holding the Prep Enrolment Interviews in preparation for
2023. If you still require an interview, or more
information about Prep at St Stephen’s School in 2023,
please contact our office. If you know of anyone who is
still making a decision about a school for next year, be
sure to send them here for a tour of our facilities.

Happy Learning,
Kristy Cameron
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School Counsellor
Fear-Less Triple P & Brave Online Programs
Anxiety problems are one of the most common health problems experienced by children
and adolescents. Anxiety and stress are normal and experienced by everyone but sometimes it can
interfere with our everyday life and can stop us from fully engaging in our life experiences. There are
some great online resources now to help your child to develop skills to manage anxiety and become
more
emotionally resilient. Two very effective programs currently available are the Fear-less
Triple P program and the Brave program. Both programs are free and proven to be effective.
The Fear-less Triple P online program helps the whole family, not just one child but their siblings too.
The program helps families to learn how to talk about feelings and teaches strategies and tools to help
deal with stressful situations. It teaches families to consider how they are currently responding to the
issue and suggests ways to problem solve and make plans to face areas of concern.
The Brave Program is a fun online program that will help you learn ways coping better with worries.
The program is designed for children aged 8-12 years and provides a parent program, which parents
can do at the same time as their child.
Consider using either of these programs if you want to:
•
Get a better understanding of anxiety and fear and what can be done about it.
•
Get a whole range of tools and strategies based on proven principles.
•
Know what to do when your child is anxious or upset.

For more information click on the links below:
Fear-Less Triple P – Learn more here
The Brave Program – Learn more here

Wishing you and your family well,
Jayne Farquharson, School Counsellor
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Sport
Inner Downs Trials
There will be several Inner Downs Trials held throughout the year. If you are interested in attending any
of the trials, please fill in the Representative Sports Nomination form 2022 which was emailed out to all
eligible students born 2010-2012 last week. If you are requiring this email printed, please email Mrs
Ferguson at Jodie.ferguson@twb.catholic.edu.au. When the nominations become available closer to
the trial, Mrs Ferguson will send home the necessary paperwork. Please keep your eye out in the school
calendar newsletter for nomination, trial dates and further information.
SPORT

IDZ trial date
st

DD trial date

Track & Field

21 July

24th August

Aquathlon

School Based Nomination

28th October

Catholic Schools Netball & Touch Football Gala Day – 28th July
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Sport
SUCCESSFUL DAY FOR ST. STEPHEN’S
By Chloe Wailan
On Thursday the 28th of July, the year 5 and 6 St. Stephen’s school students attended the Catholic
Schools Netball and Touch Football event.
The event was held at Nell E Robinson Netball courts and Kearney Springs Touch Football fields in
Ruthven Street, Toowoomba.
Excited for a fun day of sports, the children and their coaches boarded the bus from Pittsworth.
Each and every year, all Catholic Primary Schools gather together to participate against one another in
Catholic Education Week.

This promotes friendship amongst our schools and markets our fantastic children.
Overall, students had a day filled with fun, friendship and great sportsmanship. St. Stephen’s are looking
forward to next year.

Primary All schools Rugby League Challenge – 17th August
Best wishes to the six of our year 5 & 6 boys who are combining with the Pittsworth State School to play
in a Rugby League competition next Wednesday the 17th August at Brothers JRL, Toowoomba.
Thanks to Steve Vonhoff who is helping out as Team Manager.

Cricket Blast – Tuesday 23rd August
All Year 4/5/6 students will be competing in mixed age group teams on the 23rd August at Bridgman
oval. It is a fun day of modified cricket games. All students are to come to school and will walk over and
back from Bridgman with their classroom Teacher. Sports Uniform, hat, at least 2 water bottles, morning
tea and lunch please.

Student Sporting Achievements
Please feel free to send through any photos of students and their sporting achievements if you wish for
them to be included in the school newsletter, attention to Mrs Ferguson.
Jodie.ferguson@twb.catholic.edu.au
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Year 3
BUSY has been the word for the Year 3 class so far this term. There has been a lot of excitement in the air with hands-on
Maths activities, a design project, dance and our BFG unit in English.
We were lucky to join with the Year 4 class last Tuesday for an author visit from children’s author Lian Tanner. She was
extremely engaging and spoke to us about the power of daydreaming. She explained how we could use events and feelings
from our own life to create a story. Students enjoyed sharing their own ideas and we verbally told a very interesting story
about a young girl named Isabelle who NEEDED to win a spelling bee for $50 000 prize money that would pay for a life-saving
operation for her father. However, the road to victory was not simple for Isabelle who encountered a lot of bad luck and
injury on her journey to get there!
We have been loving learning a new dance each week. So far, we have covered the 50s, 60s and 70s. Most recently, we
learned the Timewarp which students found very enjoyable. It has been proving to be great Friday afternoon exercise and
fun!

In Design, we have been exploring building and construction and students have started to plan and design for their first
project of this unit which is creating an earthquake-resistant multi-story building. They will start their construction this week
and I am looking forward to putting their designs to the test.

In Maths, students have been enjoying using metre rulers to measure objects around the school, filling different containers
with water to find their capacity and using scales to measure how much an object weighs.
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Year 3
At the end of Term 2, I absolutely loved watching the oral presentations that students had prepared. We saw a variety of
procedures such as how to solve a Rubik’s cube, cooking recipes, science experiments and even how to crack a stock whip.
Students took a lot of pride in their presentations and are commended on being well-prepared and showing enthusiasm.

We are looking forward to Book Week at the end of the month and also our excursion to Toowoomba for the day. Just a
reminder that excursion consent forms are due back by Friday the 19 th of August.
Parent teacher interviews will be in the last week of term and I look forward to catching up with you all then to discuss your
child’s learning.
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Year 2 News
Hello from Year 2,
It’s been a busy term and there is no sign of it slowing down yet!
Author Visit
We were lucky enough to have the author Cori Brooke come and visit us. She told us the
process for writing books, read us some of her stories and answered lots of great questions
we had about writing books.
English
During the last few weeks, the children have been learning the necessary skills to write a
narrative. Our reading and comprehension continue to improve, which is amazing to see.
It is wonderful that so many children are practising their reading at home. Keep it up!
Maths
During mathematics, the children have been busy learning all things measurement. We
have enjoyed learning about length, mass and area through a range of hands-on activities.
The students have continued to complete their “Fast Facts”, where they are given one
minute to complete as many addition algorithms as they can. The aim is to beat their
previous score. It’s been fantastic to see the student’s showing enthusiasm towards their
learning.

Drama
Wow, we have some future actors and actresses in our class! One of our favourite drama
activities (so far) has been our ‘anything fabric’. This encouraged the students to be
creative with their thinking and use their imagination. They were given a piece of fabric
and it could be absolutely anything they wished it to be. We had it as a superhero cape,
an apron, a picnic rug, a guitar, a surfboard… even a baby’s nappy!

Mrs Drew and Miss Mitchell
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Year 2 News
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Piano Lessons at St Stephen’s

Piano Lessons with Mrs Ruth Shepherd are recommencing in
Term 2.
If you are interested in your child learning piano from a fully
qualified teacher with 30 years of experience, contact Mrs Ruth
Shepherd on 0427 910 303 for more information.
It is essential that students have a piano/keyboard
at home on which to do their practice.
Music is fun!!

Secondhand Uniforms
Secondhand uniforms will be available by appointment with
Jayde Cavendish (Parent Volunteer) Thank you to Jayde for taking on this role.
Please text or call Jayde on 0478836440 to arrange a time.
Price List

Plain Shorts/ Skorts—$2

Sports Shirts—$5

Jumpers/Jackets (with logo) - $10

Formal Shirts - $5

Hats—$2

Second Hand Chair Bags —$2

If you have any second hand uniforms that you would like to donate to the school, please
drop them into the office. If you can volunteer some time to help do some sorting and
selling let Jayde or the office know.
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OSHC
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Community News
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Community News
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Important Dates for your Diary

Term 3
Camp Meeting Year 5&6—10th August 3.15pm Year 6 Classroom
ICAS English—17th August
Rugby League All schools Gala Dard/ xy—17th August Twmba
P&F General Meeting—18th August
Cricket Blast Year 4-6—23rd August Bridgeman Oval
Book Week Parade—24th August
Celebration Year 6—24th August 2.15pm MacKillop Hall
ICAS Science—24th August
ICAS Spelling Bee -24th August
ICAS Mathematics—31st August
Father’s Day Stall—31st August
Father’s Day Breakfast—1st September 7.30am (To be confirmed)
Father’s Day Liturgy—1st September 9am
Pupil Free Day—2nd September
St Stephen’s Ball Games Carnival—8th September
P&F General Meeting –8th September
White Balloon Day—9th September
Club Pittsworth Raffles—9th September
P & F Pittsworth Pony Club Gymkhana Canteen—11th September
Parent Teacher Interviews—12th, 13th & 14th September
Last day Term 3—16th September
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