Term 3 Week 7 Newsletter
24TH AUGUST 2022
“Treat others as you would like them to treat you”.

“Be calm & full
of hope”
St. Mary of the Cross
Mackillop

Student Protection
Resources for Parents:
For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188
Child Safety Services
You can make a report of
voice your concerns-

1300 683 390
SCHOOL STUDENT
PROTECTION CONTACTS

•Mrs. Janine Butlin
•Mrs. Suellen Dennis
•Mrs. Anna Lee
•Mrs. Jayne Farquharson
School Counsellor
Jayne Farquharson

School Office Hours

St Stephen’s School was founded by the Sisters of St Joseph in August
2016. Many Sisters of St Joseph served and ministered in Pittsworth each
bringing their own wisdom and gifts. Mostly the Sisters were teachers.
The spirit of courage and compassion of Mary MacKillop which the first
community of sisters of St Joseph carried in their hearts, gave the school a
solid foundation in faith and education. In 1981, the sisters left St Stephen’s
and the school welcomed its first lay Principal. However, over the years we
have kept the spirit and values of Mary MacKillop alive in the school
community.
Mary Mackillop was a woman with a forgiving heart. She didn’t hold grudges
although it was difficult for her to respect those who had harmed her.
Here is a true story taken from the life of Mary MacKillop which
demonstrates what a forgiving person she truly was.
“Mary Mackillop was teaching in Portland Victoria. One day the
inspector arrived at the school. The headmaster rearranged all the
classes so that the students whom Mary and Annie had been teaching
were in his room and his were in theirs. He took credit for the well
taught pupils while the sisters were blamed for the poor showing of
his. Mary’s father heard of this injustice and went to see Mr Cusack.
The outcome of this encounter was that both Mary and Annie lost their
teaching positions. Years later when Mary was in Sydney, she met an
intoxicated homeless person whom she recognised as her former
headmaster Mr Cusack. She sold her watch so that she could provide
him with clothes and care.” (Joseph, 2022, p. 11)
St Stephen’s School has a thriving MacKillop Club which meets each
Monday at lunch time. Together Fiona Drew, our APRE, and the children
discuss ways they can contribute to both the school community and the
wider community. We continue to be inspired by Mary MacKillop today. She
was an ordinary woman with an extraordinary dream and a courageous
heart.

Let us work together in solidarity to do the extraordinary also, by supporting
our fellow students, families and others in our community.
God Bless
Janine

46931627
8.30am—3.30pm
Term time
Term 3 School Fees were emailed on 20th July 2022. These were due by 19th August 2022. If you are struggling financially, or your
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circumstances have changed please contact the school Office to discuss this matter further. All account enquires are confidential.

APRE Report
Sacramental Program – Confirmation and First Communion
Congratulations to the students who received the sacraments of Confirmation and First
Communion last weekend. Both celebrations went very well, and we are grateful to Bishop
Robert McGuckin and Father Peter Dorfield for leading us in these celebrations.

Sacramental Program – Term 4

Students in Year 4 who are wishing to complete the Sacrament of Reconciliation are invited to
participate in lessons starting in Term Four.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation will take place at St Stephen’s Catholic Church and a date will
be sent out to families when this has been confirmed.
Please note – these students will then be able to partake in the Sacrament of Holy Communion
& Confirmation in Term 3, 2023. Further information will be given closer the date. If you would
like to participate in this program, please contact Fiona Drew fiona.drew@twb.catholic.edu.au
or the Parish Office.
Father’s Day Celebrations
We look forward to celebrating the special men in our lives next week at our Father’s Day
Breakfast and Liturgy on Thursday 1st September. Prep will be leading the school in a Father’s
Day Liturgy. This will also be held in MacKillop Hall and will begin at 9am.
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APRE Report
Diocesan Feast Day
On Thursday 1st September, we will celebrate the feast day

of Mary of the Southern Cross,

patron Saint of the Toowoomba Catholic Diocese. The first celebration of the Feast of Mary of
the Southern Cross took place on 1 September 1999, the anniversary of our Cathedral and the
first day of Spring. On this day we especially pray for all of Toowoomba and recall that it is
through the diocese that we are brought into communion and community.

National Child Protection Week – “Protecting children is everybody’s business’
Week 9 is Child Protection Week, a week dedicated to child wellbeing.
The theme for this year is:
‘Every child, in every community, needs a fair go.
To treat all of Australia’s children fairly, we need to make sure every family and
community has what kids need to thrive and be healthy.
All Australians are invited to look at how they can prioritise children in their lives and
communities and to engage in National Child Protection Week – as individuals, and as part of
families, organisations, communities and society.
Every child needs a fair go means prioritising the safety and wellbeing of children. To grow up
well, children need to feel safe and loved, have a chance to play and explore, have a say in
decisions that affect them, and access to essential things like food, shelter, education and
healthcare. For children to thrive we need to come together as a community and put children’s
needs first during National Child Protection Week and every week.
Teachers will also be using the Daniel Morcombe Curriculum and Real Talk program in classes
in Week 9 to continue discussions about relationships and child safety.
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Middle Leader
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Sport
Inner Downs Trials
There will be several Inner Downs Trials held throughout the year. If you are interested in attending any
of the trials, please fill in the Representative Sports Nomination form 2022 which was emailed out to all
eligible students born 2010-2012 last week. If you are requiring this email printed, please email Mrs
Ferguson at Jodie.ferguson@twb.catholic.edu.au. When the nominations become available closer to
the trial, Mrs Ferguson will send home the necessary paperwork. Please keep your eye out in the school
calendar newsletter for nomination, trial dates and further information.
SPORT

IDZ trial date

DD trial date

Aquathlon

School Based Nomination

28th October

Primary Allschools Rugby League Challenge – 17th August
Six of our St. Stephen's students Riley Suell, Archie Polzin, Hunter
Collins, Jed Vonhoff, Kye Kemp and James Gillam joined together
with the Pittsworth State School last week and competed against
other schools in the Darling Downs region. The team won three out
of their four games and showed great determination and
sportsmanship. Well Done boys and many thanks to Steve Vonhoff
for helping out as the team manager & Lachlan Salgado (PSS) for
coaching.
Cricket Blast – Tuesday 23rd August
All Year 4/5/6 students yesterday competed in mixed age group teams at Bridgman oval. It was a
funday of modified cricket games. Archie Polzin was selected a best batter of the day & Kye Kemp
received Spirit of Cricket. All the students had a wonderful time and showed great sportsmanship while
learning for many a new game.

Ball Games Carnival – Thursday 8th September
All Students will be involved and have been busy learning a variety of different ball games during their
PE lessons. Information will be sent out next week.
Student Sporting Achievements
Please feel free to send through any photos of students and their sporting achievements if you wish for
them to be included in the school newsletter, attention to Mrs Ferguson.
Jodie.ferguson@twb.catholic.edu.au
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School Counsellor
Online Safety: Start the Chat
Jayne Farquharson – School Counsellor

More than ever children are spending time online, engaging socially and
using digital technology to gather information. It’s important as parents that we teach our
children how to keep safe and to have respectful relationships online. Do your research
and find out more about the age ratings and requirements regarding popular apps like
Snapchat and Youtube, to ensure your child is old enough. It’s also important to make an
assessment to decide if your child is mature enough and able to make good decisions
while using the app. Consider privacy and ensure the app provides adequate protection
regarding your information and profile. If your child engages online, monitor how long
they spend on their device and be aware of what online app they are using and who they
are interacting with. Create a set of guidelines or rules in your family about how your
child interacts online. Research highlights the potential negative impact that social media
can have on a young person’s mental wellbeing, with increased risk of cyberbullying, sleep
disturbance, body image concerns and psychological distress. To help parents to become
more informed about online safety, the e Safety Commissioner has collated some fantastic
resources to help parents to learn about the importance of supporting young people to
have safer online experiences. Check out the e Safety website for advice on how to have a
conversation with your child about online safety and help them to learn skills to be safe
online.
Free e Safety resources:
Free Webinar – Popular Apps – Learn about TikTok, Instagram, Snapchat and
Youtube to help your children stay safe online. Designed for parents and carers
of young people aged 8 to 13 years. Thursday 25th August 12.30-1.30 pm,
Register here.
Cyberbullying and online drama. Free video resource for parents and carers
delivered by e Safety’s expert education and training team: more information
here
‘Swoosh and Glide & Rule Number 5’. Online safety picture book and song for early
years education: https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/children-under-5/
picture-book-and-song
Online Safety Basics – Information for parents to keep kids safe: read more here
Wishing you and your family well,
Jayne Farquharson, School Counsellor
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Prep Green News

We have been working on refining our reading skills through learning reading
and comprehension strategies to help us to achieve our goal of becoming
amazing readers. It has been fantastic to see all students progress in their
reading and be proud of their achievements.
Both Prep Green and Gold recently finished our Science unit about living and
non-living things. As a task to finish off the unit, Preps had to select an animal,
design and construct a suitable habitat for their chosen animal to live in.
It was very messy but lots of fun!
In the past week, we have also been learning about 3D shape. Towards the end
of the week, our buddies came to help us construct some of the 3D shapes we
had been learning about using marshmallows and spaghetti. It was a great
opportunity for the Year 6 students to bond with their Prep buddy and also
reinforce their knowledge of shape.
Preps have also been learning about the Creation story in Religion, and have
gained an appreciation for all that God has created; creatures big and small,
nature and one another.
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Prep Gold News

Where the Wild Things Are
This term the Preps are enjoying a drama unit based on the classic children’s
text, Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak. The unit will also include
some visual arts activities to support and build upon the drama experiences.
The students will move their bodies like a ‘wild thing’ sculpture and create
mirror images of ‘wild things’ from the storybook. The students take on the
character of Max and create a new spell to tame the ‘wild things’ as well as
deciding upon rules to govern the land of Wild Things.
The students will imagine and become a wild thing and attend the ‘rumpus’
moving their body in time to music and suited to their character.
They will act as expert reporters and interview Max, retell some of his
adventures and imagine an adventure of their own.
The students will illustrate a wild thing, make a crown, paint a picture of an
imaginary place and create a puppet using recycled materials from the
classroom and home!
We have some very dramatic students who are loving our lessons so far and
are very excited for the rest of the unit.
Mrs Witham

8

Year 1 News
As the saying goes time flies when you are having fun and this is certainly true for us this term!
We have been exploring poetry, focusing on rhyme and repetition. Students have investigated all the
different There was an Old Lady who Swallowed a___ texts and we have been busy creating our own.
We can’t wait to share these! All students have been very creative in their word choice as well as using
and developing their digital technology skills to publish their work.
In Maths, we have been learning all about measurement and capacity. Students learnt to measure with
informal units such as blocks, pens and hands. They enjoyed measuring many different things inside and
outside the classroom.

Thank you for joining us for our Celebration! It is so nice for us all to have a chance to share our learning
with our school and community. Students have really taken up the challenge to show kindness and love
to others, I hope you are seeing this at home too! In Religion, we are looking at some stories in the Old
Testament and how they tell us about God. We are currently exploring the story of Baby Moses and
Esther.
Book Week today has been a lot of fun and has given us a great opportunity to think about all of our
favourite books and characters. It has been great to see the students dress up and enjoy writing about
their characters in their own story!
I look forward to catching up with you soon at the Parent Teacher Interviews to discuss your child’s
learning!
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Piano Lessons at St Stephen’s

Piano Lessons with Mrs Ruth Shepherd.
If you are interested in your child learning piano from a fully
qualified teacher with 30 years of experience, contact Mrs Ruth
Shepherd on 0427 910 303 for more information.
It is essential that students have a piano/keyboard
at home on which to do their practice.
Music is fun!!

Secondhand Uniforms
Secondhand uniforms will be available by appointment with
Jayde Cavendish (Parent Volunteer) Thank you to Jayde for taking on this role.
Please text or call Jayde on 0478836440 to arrange a time.
Price List

Plain Shorts/ Skorts—$2

Sports Shirts—$5

Jumpers/Jackets (with logo) - $10

Formal Shirts - $5

Hats—$2

Second Hand Chair Bags —$2

If you have any second hand uniforms that you would like to donate to the school, please
drop them into the office. If you can volunteer some time to help do some sorting and
selling let Jayde or the office know.
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P&F
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P&F
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P&F
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OSHC
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Important Dates for your Diary

Term 3
ICAS Mathematics—31st August
Father’s Day Stall—31st August
Father’s Day Breakfast—1st September 7.30am
Father’s Day Liturgy—1st September, 9am
Pupil Free Day—2nd September
St Stephen’s Ball Games Carnival—8th September
P&F General Meeting –8th September, 7pm
White Balloon Day—9th September
Club Pittsworth Raffles—9th September
P & F Pittsworth Pony Club Gymkhana Canteen—11th September
Parent Teacher Interviews—12th, 13th & 14th September
Last day Term 3—16th September
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Sacramental Program - Confirmation and First Communion

