Term 3 Week 9 Newsletter
7TH SEPTEMBER 2022
National Child Protection Week
“Protecting children is everybody’s business’
Week 9 is Child Protection Week, a week dedicated to child wellbeing. Each
year Child Protection Week (CPW) provides an opportunity to promote the
value of students in our schools, and focus attention on the issues of child
abuse and neglect. The theme for this year is:
Every child, in every community, needs a fair go.

“Be calm & full
of hope”
St. Mary of the Cross
Mackillop

Student Protection
Resources for Parents:
For Free Legal advice-

1300 651 188
Child Safety Services
You can make a report of
voice your concerns-

1300 683 390
SCHOOL STUDENT
PROTECTION CONTACTS

•Mrs. Janine Butlin
•Mrs. Suellen Dennis
•Mrs. Anna Lee
•Mrs. Jayne Farquharson
School Counsellor
Jayne Farquharson

School Office Hours
46931627
8.30am—3.30pm

To treat all of Australia’s children fairly, we need to make sure every
family and community has what kids need to thrive and be healthy.
All Australians are invited to look at how they can prioritise children in their
lives and communities and to engage in National Child Protection Week – as
individuals, and as part of families, organisations, communities and society.
Every child needs a fair go, means prioritising the safety and wellbeing of
children. To grow up well, children need to feel safe and loved, have a
chance to play and explore, have a say in decisions that affect them, and
access to essential things like food, shelter, education and healthcare. For
children to excel, we need to come together as a community and put children’s needs first during National Child Protection Week and every
week. We know that children and young people thrive when they grow up
feeling safe, connected and supported in their family, community and culture.
They have the right to grow up in environments that support them according
to their needs, now and into the future.
As part of Child Protection Week at St Stephen’s, Relationships & Sexuality
Education and Protective Behaviours lessons will be presented to students
at St Stephen's Catholic School. These lessons are part of the Personal
Development Strand of the Health and Physical Education Curriculum
including the HPE Catholic Perspective, Daniel Morcombe Child Safety
Curriculum and include the Catholic Education Office, Diocese of
Toowoomba, Guidelines for Teaching Sexual Health.
Staff and students are invited to wear purple and participate in Bravehearts
Day on Friday 9th September. Previously White Balloon Day, Bravehearts
Day is a day to remember those who have been impacted by hurt and
abuse.
We pray today that children in our school, in our town, in our country and in
the world are given the chance to develop their full potential and use the gifts
and talents that God has given them.
God Bless,
Fiona Drew

Term time
Term 3 School Fees were emailed on 20th July 2022. These were due by 19th August 2022. If you are struggling financially, or your
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circumstances have changed please contact the school Office to discuss this matter further. All account enquires are confidential.

APRE Report

Sacramental Program – Term 4
Students in Year 4 who are wishing to complete the Sacrament of
Reconciliation are invited to participate in lessons starting in Term Four.
Monday 1st November – Parents are invited to attend with their children
for these lessons. The Sacrament of Reconciliation will take place at St Stephen’s Catholic
Church on Friday 4th November.
Please note – these students will then be able to partake in the Sacrament of Holy Communion
& Confirmation in Term 3, 2023. Further information will be given closer the date.
If you would like to participate in this program, please contact
Fiona Drew fiona.drew@twb.catholic.edu.au or the Parish Office.

Bravehearts Day – 9th September
As part of Child Protection Week, St Stephen’s will be participating in Bravehearts Day on
Friday 9th September. Students may choose to wear purple socks, a purple ribbon or a purple
shirt. Please note, this is not a free dress day and students must still wear closed in shoes,
sun safe clothing and a broad brimmed hat. Students do not have to bring in a gold coin
donation for this day.
Father’s Day Celebrations
Thank you to all who were involved in making the Father’s
Day stall, breakfast and liturgy such a wonderful success.
We hope all the fathers in our community had a lovely
Father’s Day!

End of Term Celebration
Year 4 will be leading us in our End of Term Celebration on Friday 16 th September in MacKillop
Hall at 9am. Parents are welcome to join the school community in giving thanks for the
wonderful term we have had.
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Middle Leader
Parent Teacher Interview Reminder
Parent teacher interviews will take place next week. All Parent Teacher Interview bookings will be
booked through Sentral for Parents App. Registrations are closing at 5:30pm on the 9th of September so
please make a booking with your child’s teacher ASAP, if you require one. Teachers have different days
and times on which they are available so you will need to check carefully. If no time comes up on the day
selected, please check other available days. If you are having issues with booking, please contact the
office or your child’s class teacher as they may be able to assist you in booking your time.
Emma MacTaggart, our local author from The Lighthouse Toowoomba, enjoyed our Year 3 and Year 4
visit and this is the article that was written in The Lighthouse Newsletter last week!!

As the end of the term approaches, please remember to continue to read with your children during the
break. The Town Library is a great place to visit so you can continue to borrow your favourite series.
Mathletics and Reading Eggs subscriptions also remain active over the holiday break for you to access
with your child for practise, revision and consolidation of concepts. Have a happy and safe break with
your families.
Happy Learning,
Kristy Cameron
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Reminder to Book your Parent Teacher Interviews
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Library News
Spring has sprung in the Library!
Today we read Amira’s Suitcase, an honour book in the Book of the Year awards. early
childhood category. A story of a little girl who grows a tree in her suitcase. We also read
the book Uno’s Garden by Graham Base, a lovely book about taking care of our
environment and finding a balance between animals, trees and human progress. So,
being the first week of Spring, we have spent the day changing the library into our
Springdom!! Each student has contributed to our display by adding a flower.
I would also like to congratulate all students on their participation in our Book Week
Parade. What amazing costumes we saw, and how wonderful to see our community
celebrating everything Books & Reading.
For those students who participated in the Premier’s Reading Challenge, reading time
has now finished. Please return all completed challenge forms to the Library.
Mrs Trudi Burgess
Teacher Librarian.
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Indonesian News

This term, all students have either begun or continued their learning of the
Indonesian language and culture – Bahasa Indonesia. The very exciting news is
that early next term, we will be having two Indonesian Days – one for Years 3 – 6
on Friday 7th October, and one for Prep to Year 2 on Friday 14th October. On Friday
7th October, we will also be hosting Years 3-6 from St Monica’s in Oakey, who will
also join us for the senior Indonesian Day. Years 3-6 have been writing a letter in
Indonesian to a penpal from St Monica’s. It is hoped that they will be able to catch
up with their penpal on the Indonesian Day. Children will also participate in a
rotation of activities throughout the day, including the option of trying some
authentic Indonesian food for lunch. All food will be nut andgluten free.
We are looking forward to a fabulous couple of days learning more about Bahasa
Indonesia.
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PE News

“Ball up, Ready, Go!”
This term each class has been enjoying many and varied ballgames in Tuesday PE lessons.
From Under & Over, Leader Ball, Captain Ball, Tunnel Ball and Star Relay; the children have
shown great improvement in their precision passing, catching and teamwork.
The Sports Hall has well and truly come alive with rhythmic chanting of speedy passes.
The upper primary continually demonstrate great skill and you can feel their fierce spirit
come to the fore in readiness for our ballgames carnival. The lower & middle primary
classes are always eager to demonstrate their tunnelling and passing speed & accuracy.
Additionally, it has been wonderful to see creativity flow into our group PE Assessment
where students have had to design, name and demonstrate a brand-new ballgame.
Each group ballgame had to include a set of explicit rules, outline disqualifications, in
addition to integrating at least 3 ballgames elements that we have learnt about this term!
Each group will share these in Week 10, and I cannot wait for them to showcase their
designs.
Best of luck to all MacKillop & Ryan students at our annual Ballgames carnival this
Thursday morning across the road.
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Sport News
Inner Downs Trials
Inner Downs Trials are held throughout the year. If you are interested in attending any of
the trials, please fill in a 2022 Representative Sports Nomination form only students born
2010-2012 are eligible. If you require a form or further information please email
Mrs Ferguson at Jodie.ferguson@twb.catholic.edu.au. When the trials become available
Mrs Ferguson will send home the necessary paperwork. Please keep your eye out in the
school calendar newsletter for nomination, trial dates and further information.
SPORT

IDZ trial date

DD trial date

Aquathlon

School Based Nomination

28th October

Ball Games Carnival – Tomorrow 8th September
Parents are welcome to attend. The carnival is due to start at approximately 9am on our
school oval on Weale Street. All students will be involved and have been busy learning a
variety of different ball games during their PE lessons. At the end of the carnival the
winning Ball Games house will be announced. We are scheduled to finish at
approximately 11:30am. Students are to wear their sports uniform.

Inner Down Athletics
Congratulations to Abby Denning, Chloe Wailan and Adelaide Adams who attended
Darling Downs Athletics trials on the 24th August. All the girls did extremely well.
Adelaide came away with a gold medal in the 9years 80m sprint and the 200m.
Abby received a gold medal for the 12 years Girls Tetrathlon. St. Stephen’s are very proud
of you all.
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Sport News
Touch Football
This term students have participated in touch football sessions with members from Qld
Touch football. The students all had fun and enjoyed these sessions, thanks to Mrs Fiona
Drew for obtaining a Sporting Schools Government Grant to give this opportunity to our
students.

Student Sporting Achievements
Please feel free to send through any photos of students and their sporting achievements
if you wish for them to be included in the school newsletter, attention to Mrs Ferguson.
Jodie.ferguson@twb.catholic.edu.au
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OSHC
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Piano Lessons at St Stephen’s

Piano Lessons with Mrs Ruth Shepherd.
If you are interested in your child learning piano from a fully
qualified teacher with 30 years of experience, contact Mrs
Ruth Shepherd on 0427 910 303 for more information.
It is essential that students have a piano/keyboard
at home on which to do their practice.
Music is fun!!

Thank You
A Very Big Thank you to the Bligh family and
their family friend for the very generous gift of
a beautiful piano for our Piano Lesson
students to learn on.

The Piano has found a home in Mackillop Hall.

Thank you to the P&F for purchasing a new cover
for the piano & Jackie Bligh for organising.
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P&F News

P&F Secondhand Uniforms
Secondhand uniforms will be available by appointment with
Jayde Cavendish (Parent Volunteer) Thank you to Jayde for taking on this role.
Please text or call Jayde on 0478836440 to arrange a time.
Price List
Plain Shorts/ Skorts—$2

Sports Shirts—$5

Jumpers/Jackets (with logo) - $10

Formal Shirts - $5

Hats—$2

Second Hand Chair Bags —$2

If you have any second hand uniforms that you would like to donate to the school, please
drop them into the office. If you can volunteer some time to help do some sorting and
selling let Jayde or the office know.
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P&F News
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Important Dates for your Diary
Term 3
St Stephen’s Ball Games Carnival—8th September
P&F General Meeting – 8th September, 7pm
Bravehearts Day—9th September
Club Pittsworth Raffles—9th September
P & F Pittsworth Pony Club Gymkhana Canteen—12th September
Parent Teacher Interviews—12th, 13th, 14th & 15th September
End of Term Celebration—16th September 9am MacKillop Hall
Last day Term 3—16th September
Term 4
Queens Birthday Public Holiday—3rd October
Indonesian Day Years 3-6—7th October
P&F Meeting—13th October 7pm
Indonesian Day Prep-Year 2—14th October
Opera Qld Performance—14th October
School Swimming Lessons Commence—25th October
Year 5/6 Camp –Tallebudgera—26th-28th October
Darling Downs Aquathlon Trials—28th October
Swimming Lessons—31st October, 1st November
Swimming Lessons—7th November, 8th November
Swimming Lessons—14th November, 15th November
P&F AGM followed by General Meeting—17th November TBC
Swimming Lessons—21st November
School Swimming Carnival—24th November
Final Day of School Year—2nd December
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